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ASHÉ Cultural Arts Center 
1712 Oretha C Haley Blvd 
New Orleans, LA 70113 
(504) 569 - 9070  
www.ashecac.org  
 

Mission: ASHÉ CULTURAL ARTS CENTER is an initiative of EFFORTS OF GRACE, INC.  Located in 
Central City New Orleans, Ashé Cultural Arts Center has established a successful practice of 
cultural art presentation and production, community development, artist support, and the 
creation of partnerships and collaborations that amplify the impact and reach of our outreach and 
support efforts. 

 

ASHÉ CULTURAL ARTS CENTER is available for private functions, 
meetings and events. From community meetings, wedding 
celebrations to dramatic productions and special events for clubs 
and organizations, the ASHÉ CULTURAL ARTS CENTER is centrally 
located, versatile and provides a culturally rich ambiance. 

Continue to visit the site for additional information or call (504) 
569-9070 for more information. 

 

http://www.ashecac.org/
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2008 TOMI FILM FESTIVAL SPONSORS 

  
ProductionHUB, Inc. (www.productionhub.com) is the global 
online resource and industry directory for film, television, video, 
live event and digital media production. The service was 
developed in 1999 as a tool for anyone with an Internet 
connection to locate production products, equipment, services 
and professionals. With over 2.5 million user sessions and 15 
million page views in 2007, this vertical B2B and industry portal 
Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
production community search site. As Internet usage evolves, 
ProductionHUB continues to adopt new technologies, embrace 
Internet standards and create new services to facilitate the user 
demand. www.productionhub.com  

   

 

 
IPEX VIEW is a unique B2B E-commerce marketplace dedicated 
exclusively to buyers and sellers of multiplatform video 
programs. We serve the traditional Television market as well as 
the fast growing Portable Device, Cellular Phone and Internet 
markets. Our leadership in online trading is the result of 
innovative online tools that have attracted an ever-expanding 
roster of clients representing millions of dollars in potential 
business deals. www.ipexview.com  

   

http://www.productionhub.com/
http://www.ipexview.com/
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HIPNOTIK MEDIA ENTERTAINMENT a full on design firm 
specializing in graphic and print designs as well as web media 
design. 
www.hipnotikmedia.com  

 

  

 

 
Susan L. Taylor heads up the National Cares Mentoring 
Movement, a mentoring initiative for at-risk youth. The National 
Cares Mentoring Movement is a call to action for every able Black 
adult to take under their wing a vulnerable young person, which 
costs nothing. The call simply asks us to join a trusted mentoring 
organization in our community or gather a number of friends 
and, together, mentor a group of at-risk youngsters. All it takes is 
love and a little time to open the gates to success for our 
disenfranchised children. www.caresmentoring.com  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hustle University (Hustle U Inc.) is an institution of higher 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ aƛƴŘŜŘ 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊeneur. The 
mission of Hustle University is to promote entrepreneurialism 
and leadership through personal development, empowerment 
and the teachings of proven success strategies. 
www.hustleuniversity.org  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Go Beyond Entertainment specializes in marketing, 
promotions and publicity in the Music Business & Entertainment 

http://www.hipnotikmedia.com/
http://www.caresmentoring.com/
http://www.hustleuniversity.org/
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LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ hǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ .ǊŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊέΦ ²Ŝ Dƻ .ŜȅƻƴŘ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
introduce you or your product to new audiences in the market(s) 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝ Dƻ .ŜȅƻƴŘΧΣ ǿŜ Řƻ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ά²Ŝ Dƻ .ŜȅƻƴŘΦΦΦέ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ 
awareness, we also will implement integrity while communicating 
ŀ ά[Ŝǘǎ Ǝƻ .ŜȅƻƴŘΧέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ your new or dedicated 
customers. www.myspace.com/wegobeyond  
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2008 TOMI FILM FESTIVAL OFFICIAL SELECTIONS 
2008 HOST CITY NEW ORLEANS, LA 

 
A DEEPER LOVE (93 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer : Darrell Smith 
Producers: Darrell Smith, Louis Black, Joseph Smith, Chyna Layne, Rayan Lawrence 
Cast: Chyna Layne, Rayan Lawrence, Petri Hawkins Byrd, Gwynne Flanagan, Christopher L. McAllister and 
Nazanin Nour 
 
Synopsis: Gina & Kevin are the perfect match. Both are deeply in love and on the same page including their 
opposition to marriage. Afraid that marriage will ruin her relationship as it has done to her parents Gina has 
vowed never to marry. After being pressured into marriage with the mother of his two sons, Kevin has vowed 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ DƛƴŀΩǎ Ŏƻ-worker, Lenny, invites her to his church, odd occurrences happen 
that will lead her to a powerful message. Now she has a decision to make. Does she walk away from all that 
she and Kevin have built or ignore the new love that she has found? 
 
FINANCIAL AIDS (20 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: s. Torriano Berry 
Writer: S. Torriano Berry 
Producer: s. Torriano Berry 
 
SynopsisΥ Wǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƧŜƻǇŀǊŘƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ !L5{Φ 
 
 
 
HERO THE GREAT (21 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer : Juan Caceres 
Producers: Tracy Perez, Roshd Ghalleb, Ana Trinidad, Geovanny Salas 
Cast: Dennis Santos, Reymond Whitman, Gleendilys Inoa, Doris Lola Martir and Lawrence Peralta 
 
Synopsis: 14 year old Hero has no cares in the world as he runs around his NYC hood with his partner-in-crime, 
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.ƛǎŎǳƛǘΦ IŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŀƭǾŀƎŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ΨIǳŎƪƭŜōŜǊǊȅ CƛƴƴΩ {ǘƻǊȅΦ 
 
LOVE CONQUERS AL (14 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director: Kamali Minter 
Writer: Kamali Minter 
Producer: Kamali Minter 
Cast: Malcolm Barrett, Michele Specht, Eddie Pence,  
 
Synopsis: !ƭ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΧ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘǘŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭǳǘȊȅ ōǳǘ ŎǳǘŜ Ŏƻ-worker. Before he can make his 
dream come true, he Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Central Post 
between Thought and Reality, Al battles all parts of himself, to determine if love really can conquer all. 
 
EVERYTHING OR NOTHING (94 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director: Gary Chason 
Writer: Sue Rock 
Producers: Lou Manitzas, Gary Chason, Sue Rock, Ken Tennen, Andrew Fraser 
Cast: Natasha Melnick, Gary Chason, Weston Mueller, C.C. Courtney 
 
Synopsis: After a near overdose, Lynny, a heroin addict supporting herself and her boyfriend through 
prostitution, is determined to turn her life around, but just as she gets on the right track with help from 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ǘŜƳǇǘǎ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ΨhƴŜ [ŀǎǘ Iƛǘ ŦƻǊ hƭŘ ¢ƛƳŜ {ŀƪŜΩΦ 
 
FROM THE MOUTHPIECE ON BACK (56 MIN) ς BY INVITATION ONLY OPENING NIGHT SCREENING 
Directors: /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ hΩIŀƭƭƻǊŀƴΣ Wŀǎƻƴ 5ŀ{ƛƭǾŀ 
ProducersΥ ¢ƘŜ wƻƻǘǎΣ ¢ƻŘŘ ¢ƛōŜǊƛΣ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ hΩIŀƭƭƻǊŀƴΣ Wŀǎƻƴ 5ŀ{ƛƭǾŀ 
Narrated By: Kerry Washington 
 
Synopsis: A teenage New Orleans Brass band, playing borrowed and taped-together instruments on the 
corner of Bourbon & Canal Streets; has become wildly popular. But Hurricane Katrina had another idea. The 
Hurricane shattered the band and drowned everything they had except their spirits. This inspiring story, 
infused with music capturing hearts and souls, is an incredibly intimate portrait of the bands emotional 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŦǳǊȅΦ 
 
{I9Ω{ Dh¢ L¢ όмлт aLbύ ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: Jeff Benson 
Writer: Jeff Benson 
Producers: Jeff Benson, Shontae Khaleel White, R. Daniel Lavelle 
Cast: Frances Turner, Rayan Lawrence, Brian Patacca, Jeannea Verizen and Chris McAllister 
 
Synopsis: Being a highly confident and career driven woman has serviced Taylor Young well as she is quickly 
raised in her career. However, for her personal life, remaining condescending and trying to juggle relationships 
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with her step-sister, fiancé and her boss who is her former boyfriend, life is beginning to be a bit much. 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴΣ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŜƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-indulgence has a twisted mix of karma turning 
her inside out. Taylor is now faced with her biggest dilemma ever as she is forced to choose between her 
career and loved ones while facing the seriousness of her own well being.  
 
CREATING KARMA (104 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director: Jill Wisoff 
Writers: Jill Wisoff, Carol Lee Sirugo 
Producers: Jill Wisoff, David Wright 
Cast: Carol Lee Sirugo, Karen Lynn Gorney, Rahad Coulter-Stevenson, David Wright and Joe Grifasi 
 
Synopsis: This film answers the burning question of what happens to those fabulous Sex and the City women 
who lose it all due to a downscaling upon reaching the ripe old age of thirty-something! Karma, an uptight 
corporate climber working at Bangles Magazine, becomes a poet after moving in with her wacky, new-age 
thŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǇŀƘƻƭƛŎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ Ψƛǘ-ƎƛǊƭΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘŀƴŜƭ όǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ YŀǊŜƴ [ȅƴƴ 
Gorney of Saturday Night Fever fame), Rajah the pop satirist ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ-for-life, and an 
inappropriate puppet wielding love interesǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ Ψtŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ tǳǇǇŜǘΗέ 
WHAT PRICE PASSION: ART AND MOTHERHOOD (27 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: Cecillia J. Pang 
Producer: Cecillia J. Pang 
 
Synopsis: What Price Passion looks at a trio of performance artists and explores how motherhood affects their 
process of creating art; specifically in terms of rewards and sacrifices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STANDING REIGN (6 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer/Producer: Crystle Clear Roberson 
Cast: Demetria McKinney, Dwayne Boyd, James Brothers and Ross Sebek 
 
Synopsis: Standing Reign is a short film that challenges views of art and compromise. Just how much will we 
bend in order to fit into the Hollywood stereotype? 
 
HONEY & STING (UK) (20 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer/Pr oducer: Sybil Mair 
Cast: Antonia Fargas, Nicolas Irons, Ebony Gilbert, Michael Gilroy and Toby Sampson 
 
Synopsis: In another world garden a beekeeper tends his hives of magical honey bees. Each day he bids these 
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fabulous creatures leave their Eden and reveal the bittersweet essence of desire to an unsuspecting world. 
 
THE SONG OF TIME (5 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer/Producer: Crystle Clear Roberson 
CastΥ ¢ƛŦŦŀƴȅ Ψ¢ƛǇǇȅ ¢ƻŜǎΩ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ !ƪƛƴƭŀƴŀ [ƻǿƳŀƴΣ 9ŀǊƴŀƭŜ DǊŀƴǘ 
 
Synopsis: A daring young woman confronts her personal battle with Father Time in the most bizarre way 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦ 
 
ANOINTED ME (5 MIN) ς LOCAL SPOTLIGHT WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: Will Horton 
 
Synopsis: A U.S. Marine struggles to keep inner city youth away from the streets. 
 
GOT PURPOSE? (69 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director: Candace Griffin 
Producers: Candace Griffin & Kamal Williams 
 
Synopsis: Filmmaker Candace Griffin sets out to trigger a purposeful revival by questioning past and present 
generations about social topics thŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƘƛǇ ƘƻǇ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ 
Common, award winning author Sam Greenlee and various individuals ranging from young to old. 
 
 
 
 
 
PRISON BODY ς FREEDOM SOUL: THE ROBERT CONEY SAGA (59 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director/Producer: Richard Willis Jr. 
 
Synopsis: Robert Coney served two tours of duty in Asia, escaped from a Korean P.O.W camp and pulled off a 
half-dozen jailbreaks. Wrongly incarcerated and imprisoned for 44 years in southern prisons is finally freed. 
Now, after, clearing his name, the state may want a crack at him. 
 
STD: SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DEMONS (35 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director/Writer/Producer: Shauntay S. Cherry 
Cast: Chyna Layne, Rayan Lawrence and Carrie Kiamesha 
 
Synopsis: Young virgin female receives spiritual transfer from perverted playboy 
 
THE CHRONICLES (66 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: Lyn-Don McCray, Lee Burnett, Roderick Giles 
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Writers: Marquis Smalls and Dana Folk 
Producers: Darric Boyd, Brent Zachary, Marquis Smalls, Dana Folk and Eric Harrield 
Cast: Antwan Ward, Johnny Rivera, Stephen Hill, Deon Johnson, Burnadair Lipscomb-Hunt, Lila Blake-Palmer 
 
SynopsisΥ Lƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǾƛƎƴŜǘǘŜǎΣ н ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ b¸/ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
high on weed. 
 
THE WANNABE (24 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer : Althea Wasow 
Producers: Andrew Reuland, Pelin Uzay, Ayanna Quint and Nina Spensley 
Cast: Ramon Rodriguez, Suzette Gunn, Annabelle Paez, Mara Sanchez, Tania Robles and Dion Sapp 
 
Synopsis: The Bronx. A young man dares to cross the line between reality and fantasy. What price should he 
pay? Based on a true story connected toa shooting at the legendary Palladium Nightclub. 
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2008 TOMI FILM FESTIVAL - NOLA WOMEN SPOTLIGHT 
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CHYNA LAYNE 
Featured In 2008 Official Selections: A DEEPER LOVE (93 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE  
STD: SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DEMONS (35 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
www.chynalayne.com  
http:// www.imdb.com/name/nm1822939/  
 
2008 TOMI FILM FESTIVAL - NOLA BEST FEATURE 
{I9Ω{ Dh¢ L¢ (107 MIN) ς WORLD PREMIERE 
Director: Jeff Benson 
www.fearnomanproductions.com  
http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendID=113419152 
 
2008 TOMI FILM FESTIVAL - NOLA BEST SHORT 
STANDING REIGN (6 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director/Writer/Producer: Crystle Clear Roberson 
www.youtube.com/cleardirectress 
http://p rofile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewProfile&friendID=242963018 
 
 
 
2008 TOMI FILM FESTIVAL - NOLA BEST DOCUMENTARY 
GOT PURPOSE? (69 MIN) ς NEW ORLEANS PREMIERE 
Director: Candace Griffin 
www.makingnoizemedia.com  
http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewProfile&friendID=326099112 

 

 

http://www.chynalayne.com/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1822939/
http://www.fearnomanproductions.com/
http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendID=113419152
www.youtube.com/cleardirectress
http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewProfile&friendID=242963018
http://www.makingnoizemedia.com/
http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewProfile&friendID=326099112
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